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SUBJECT: PM EXPANDS HIS MINISTRY 

1 . IN A LONG-AWAITED MOVE REPORTEDLY DELAYED SEVERAL 
TIMES BY DIFFERENCES WITHIN THE JANATA PARTY, PRIME MINISTER 
DESAI LATE ON AUGUST 1 1 EXPANDED HIS FOUR-AND-A-HALF MONTH 
OLD MINISTRY BY NAMING 24 MINISTERS OF STATE. THE MINISTERY 
NOW COMPRISES 44 MEMBERS, INCLUDING THE 19 ORIGINAL 
CABINET-RANK MINISTERS APPOINTED IN LATE MARCH AND MORARJI 
HIMSELF. THE NEW MINISTERS OF STATE WILL BE SWORN IN 
ON AUGUST 14 AND THE ASSIGNMENTOF PORTFOLIOS TO THEM 
WILL PRESUMABLY BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY. 
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2. A PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF THE NEW MEMBERS SUGGESTS 
THAT THE PM ENDEAVORED TO INCLUDE AS BROAD A RANGE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM CASTE, COMMUNAL AND REGIONAL GROUPS 
AS THE JANATA PARTY'S COMPOSITION ALLOWED. AMONG THE 
NEW MINISTERS OF STATE ARE TWO WOMEN, THREE MUSLIMS, 

AND A GENEROUS PROPORTION OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
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SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHDULED TRIBES. GIVEN THE 
JANATA'S POSITION AS A PARTY LARGELY CONFINED TO THE 
NORTHERN STATES, IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT 19 OF THE 
24 COME FROM HINDI-SPEAKING STATES (FIVE FROM BIHAR 
AND SIX FROM UP ALONE). A PRELIMINARY LOOK AT THE 
PREVIOUS-PARTY ALLEGIANCE OF THE NEW MEMBERS INDICATES 
THAT THE JANA SANGH AND BLD RECEIVED THE BULK OF THE 
MINISTERSHIPS. OF THE 19 WHOM WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
IDENTIFY THUS FAR. SIX FORMERLY BELONGED TO THE BLD. 

SEVEN TO THE JANA SANGH, TWO TO CONGRESS (O), ONE EACH 
TO THE SOCIALIST PARTY AND CFD. ONE OTHER IS A SO- 
CALLED CONGRESS REBEL. ADDITIONALLY, ONE AKALI DAL MP 
HAS ALSO BEEN NAMED. 

3. CONTRARY TO EARLIER SPECULATION, DESAI HAS NOT 
DROPPED ANY MEMBERS OF HIS ORIGINAL CABINET. HOWEVER, 

THE CURRENT FEELING HERE IS THAT ONE OR MORE OF THE 
REPUTEDLY INCOMPETENT CABINET-RANK MINISTERS MAY 
RECEIVE LESS IMPORTANT POSITIONS WHEN THE ALLOCATION 

OF PORTFOLIOS IS ANNOUNCED, SOMEWHAT IN THE SAME MANNER 
AS OCURRED LAST MONTH WHEN BRIJ LAL VERMA WAS "DEMOTED' 1 
FROM THE INDUSTRY TO THE COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY. 

4. WE WILL SUBMIT A MESSAGE EARLY NEXT WEEK PROVIDING 
FURTHER THOUGHTS ON THE MINISTRY EXPANSION AS WELL AS 
BASIC BIO DATE ON THE NEW MINISTERS. 
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